In regard to Claims 5, 20 and 30, we have deleted these claims and therefore this rejection 
no longer applies. 

Claim Rejections 35 U.S.C. 102 

The Examiner has cited US Patent Des 412,618 against our application. This design patent 
has a filing date of December 1, 1998 and issued on August 10, 1999. I enclose herewith an 
Affidavit of Prior Invention under 37 C.F.R. 1.131 indicating that our date of invention is at least 
as early as October 22, 1998 and we attach a certified copy of our Canadian Patent Application 1998- 
2600 which was filed October 22, 1998. Therefore, this patent is not citable against our application. 

Ducharme Patent US 5,881.421 

The Examiner has also cited US Patent 5,881,421 by Jean Claude Ducharme, titled Denture 
Cleaning Brush which was filed on March 20, 1997 and issued on March 16, 1999 against our 
patent. The Examiner considers that this patent anticipates a number of our Claims. 

We do not agree with the Examiners conclusion for the following reasons. In particular, I 
draw your attention to our Claim 1 and we will now provide details as to the structural and/or 
functional differences between our invention and the patented prior art cited against us. 

1 . We specifically claim a handle axis and a brush plane which are ''substantially parallel to 
each other disposed at an offset distance" which clearly is not the case in the Ducharme Patent. 

2. The Examiner has indicated that Ducharme teaches holding the denture cleaning brush in the 
same manner as our paint brush. Figure 5 of US Patent 5,881,421 to Ducharme is showing the brush 
being held in a hand. We specifically claim in our Claim 1, paragraph d) that the handle is gripped 
by placing a four finger along a brush edge and the thumb on a shoulder surface as shown in our 
Figure 2 as 66. In Ducharme the diagram clearly depicts the finger and the thumb both against brush 
edges rather than the thumb against a shoulder surface as is in our case. Clearly the Ducharme brush 
is not held in the same manner as the present invention. 
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3. Our Claim 1, paragraph b) claims that the handle section is oriented substantially along a 
handle axis which the reader could only deduce as being a straight axis since we depict and claim 
the handle axis and the brush plane oriented substantially parallel to each other and disposed at an 
offset distance. The longitudinal axis 5 defined in Ducharme is curved as opposed to our straight 
handle axis as depicted as 36 in our Figures. 

4. In Claim 1, paragraph d) of our first claim, we indicate that the transition section of the 
handle provides relief for the web of a hand". The Ducharme handle does not disclose the same 
function. I refer the Examiner to the discussion regarding how our handle is held versus how the 
Ducharme Dental Cleaning Brush is held which is in not the same and therefore does not provide 
the same function. 

5. The applied art of Ducharme US Patent 5,881,421 in our opinion teaches art which is 
unrelated to the present invention. The Ducharme Patent discusses and teaches a Denture Cleaning 
Brush and Apparatus. Our invention very specifically claims a paint brush handle. The Ducharme 
Denture Cleaning Brush would not be capable of operating as a paint brush handle. Secondly the 
technical requirements for a Denture Cleaning Brush are totally different than the technical 
requirements and functional requirements of a paint brush. We submit that this prior art should not 
be cited against our application. 

We submit that we have distinguished the present invention over the prior art in that we have 
provided a number of functional and structural differences between the Ducharme Denture Cleaning 
Brush and the present invention. Therefore, as submitted Claim 1 contains patentable subject matter 
and is not anticipated or rendered obvious by the Ducharme Patent 5,88 1 ,421 . 

Furthermore re O'Farrell 853 F. 2d 894, 902-904 (Federal Circuit 1988) states that both the 
suggestion of the modification and the expectation of success must come fi-om the prior art and not 
from the applicant disclosure, in other words no hind sight reconstruction is allowable to render a 
claim anticipated or obvious. The Ducharme Patent does not teach holding the handle in the way 
that we have taught in our application and claimed in our Claim 1 . It also does not teach our 
mechanical structure (ie. parallel orientation). 



5 



As a matter of fact the Ducharme Patent teaches a way from the way that we hold our handle 
in that they teach to hold the brush with finger and thumb on the brush edges rather than with the 
thumb' on the shoulder surface as we have claimed. I n W. L. Gore and Associates Inc. v. Garlock 
Inc. , 721 F.2d 1540, 1550 (Federal Circuit 1983) the case stands for the principle that the cited art 
should be studied carefully to determine if it actually teaches away from the combination put forward 
by the Examiner. Furthermore, no where in Ducharme do they teach that a handle axis and a brush 
plane to be substantially parallel to one another and in fact teach away from this principle once again 
since they disclose a longitudinal axis which in fact is curved and not straight. 

The points raised in the above apply to independent Claim 1, apply to independent Claim 16 
and independent Claim 25. All the other Claims depend from these independent Claims and since 
these Claims contain patentable subject matter, the Claims depending therefrom would also be 
allowable. 

Claim Rejections 35 U.S.C. - 103 

The Examiner has indicated that Claims 4, 19, 20 and 29 are rejected as being unpatentable 
over Ducharme because "to optimize such angle of offset does not appear inventive but merely that 
which one of skill in the art would find obvious by routine experimentation". In other words the 
Examiner is asserting that the invention would have been rendered obvious from the cited art. If this 
factor would have been obvious, why then has a paint brush with our construction not been produced 
to date. The present handle has achieved commercial success in the market place as being very 
innovative and different than any handles heretofore. We include information regarding the 
commercialization of the present invention. 

Furthermore, the angle suggested by Ducharme is for a totally different purpose than the 
purpose which we suggest, namely for relief of the web of the hand. Therefore, we believe that these 
claims are not rendered obvious. 

We now submit that this application is in a condition of allowance and look forward to 
receiving your positive reply. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
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A reinvented paint brust i in this week's Tool Test 



We've goi lot's or new tools for review 
this morning 2i\d great tools ilicy are, 
but first wc have a recall. 
If you have recently bought a Stihl Chain - 
saw and it is the model 019T, stop using it im- 
mediately until you check die serial numbers to 
make sure yours is not one of the ones recalled. 
The recall is voluntary due lo a missing screw 
that can cause the chain brake to fail and possi- 
bly cause serious lacerations. The serial numbers 
involved arc 249129396 through 249956311 
and were sold between December 2000 and 
May 2001. 

If yours is one of tiicse, contact Siiht at 800- 
467-8445 or return it to die dealer where you 
purchased it. 

Compstldon 

This is a reminder diat the 2001 ShortCuts 
Atlandc Aniatcur Woodworking Compcu don's 
closing date is ncaring. Tl»c closing date of this 
years SAAW compcudon is August 3 1 , so if you 
haven't entered yet, you sdll have dmc. 

There will be diousands of dollars in prizes 
10 be given a\\'ay, so get your entry forms and 
rules at www.shortcuLS.ns.ca or E mail mc at the 
address below. 

Tool Test© 
Rating system: 
■ - below average quality 
* ' - average quality 
**• - very good qualit>'/valuc 
- excellent qualit^'/valuc 
***** . top of die line 

EfiBnofnlcralntBrastwf 

Wlio would have thought that something as 
simple as a paint brush could be improved? 
Sorxicdiing like a new mouse trap isn't iL> 

It seems that some profcsiional painters suf- 
fer from caipd tunnel syndrome as wcU as com- 
puter users. 

With this in mind the people at Dynamic 
have in fact developed a new paint brush for 
bodi the pros and the anuteurs like mc to use: 
And use it I did. ' 

Tlic Rowlinc'** brush is a radical design that 
is made to fit your hand in a much more relaxed 
tshion. Tlic bccchwood hajidle has an olTsct In 
the shafr diat makes holding it as comft)rublc as 
an old pair of slippers. When you hold the Flow- 




Graham 
Mcculloch 

Shortcuts© 



line paint brush widi your thumb and forefinger 
the bend in the handle fits nicely in the crotch 
of the two. This also keeps the brush pcrfccdy 
in line widi >'Our hand for more accurate cut- 



Soutlipaw 

As you may know, most brushes have a taper 
to die brisdes so die Ftowlinc brush would be a 
problem for left handed painters. Weil, Di'nam- 
ic diought of this as well and in the assorted 
sizes of brushes a\-ail3blc you will find dicm for 
Icfdes or righdes. 

The Flowlinc brushes come in cither 100% 
Bristle Of Poly/Nylon and are available in 1 
1/2"* - 3" sizes in 1/2" increments. 

These arc absolutely great to use and Short- 
cuts gives die Flowlinc Paint Brushes 's. 

ft Great UMBtaw 

Bosch® is really getting aggressive in dicir 
new woodworking tool marketing strategy. 
More bang for die buck i.s what they seem to be 
saying and diat holds true widi die iniroduc- 
don of dieir Model 4000, 10" Portable Table 

. . . n 
Our sample arrived complete widi really 

neat opuons, a folding stand diat holds the saw 
securely, a left side table support that extends 
the table surface to 52" and a dado cutter in- 
sert. 

The standard equipment includes a miter 
gauge, a precision, posidve locking rip fence, a 
15 amp, 4.4 hp motor and a 'soft-start' on/off 
switch. 

^Vhe^ wc switched on die saw I was im- 
pressed. Normally you would find soft-start 
elccuonics in routers, but this is somcdiing new 
for a table saw. The elccuonics applied here also 
monitor die torque of the saw. When ripping 
dirough a 2" oak board for example, you could 
feci the increase in power and cut the board 
with case and it is quiet. 



ErgonomlcMirtBnidi 



^. . . v"v;'" \..';i^^f ;v'::>. ■ ■ 




lYMF«nC8 

The tabic top is 29" x 21.5" and is made 
from machined cast aluminum and has a poly- 
mer body so the total weight is only 60 pounds. 
I guess what impressed us most was die accura- 
cy of die rip fence. Usually, portable saws are 
supplied widi somewhat Oimsy fences diat have 
to be set, checked, set again and rc-chcckcd. 
Not so widi die Bosch 4000, Their Square- 
Lock'" fence was dead on accurate each and ev- 
ery dmc. 

One odier nice feature is the on board stor- 
age for bodi die miter gauge and die rip fence. 
It makes for easier todng of die tool. The con- 
trols for height and bevel are right up front and 
are combined and operate smoodily. 

Bosch® cams $ with diis one. 

UTeolTTiatSBCfcsBliTlnM 

Poricr-Cablc® is in the sawdust removal 
business in a big way. They have reccndy intro- 
duced two new wet/dry shop vacuums that 
frankly, arc the best that wc have ever seen. 
There is both a 10 and a 15 gallon model and 



BEST AVA 

00127349 

3x60.00, 
HIDE & SLEEP BE 
HIDE AND SLEEP 



LIABLE COPY 

FILLEROOl 
3x60.00 

GALLERI A 124998 



wc tested the 10 gallon model 7812. 

Bodi models have a power tool oudet diat 
allows you to connect the vacuum to a sindcr 
for example. Wlicn you turn on. your sandcr a 
switch in die oudet turns on the vacuum. When 
you turn of die tool die vacuum wiU turn off 
1 5 seconds later to clear die hose. This is a great 
advantage when using the tool cither in your 
shop or around the house. 

Some nice features of die 7812 are the big 
rear wheels, die front s^\^vcl wheels widi a brake 
and die non-dp design. You can safely puU the 
tool around by die hose as most of us do. 

ttrwtvBftrtlaiWttS 

Anodier less pretend ous name for the subu- 
de would be drywall dust. The filtradon s)'Stem 
of die 7812 \viU conuin 99.85 per cent of any 
dust entering die machine and with its 94 inch 
mtcr lifting capacity, you can bet diat it won't 
leave anyUiing behind. The on board filter is 
washable. 

For dry dust rcmo%-al diere is a large ( 1 0 gal- 
lon) disposable paper bag for it and for wet jobs, 
dierc is an ekcaonic shut-ofT switch when die 
10 gallon tank is full. 

The motor on die PC. 7812 is a two-stage 
9/15 amp job diat uses die latter when die tool 
oudet is used. . , 

The 7812 comes with the bare nccessiucs, 
the vacuum hose, fitter bag and manual but 
there arc plenty of opdons. The 78 U accesso- 
ry kit contains a dirce piece stcd wand, a floor 
tool a brush and a crc%'icc tool. These aU fit on 
board in dicit rcspccdvc dips and dierc is even 
a liook for die extra long power cord . 

You \vill like diis one, wc did and wc give n 
*****'$. 

Have a good week. 

<<<<>>>>> 

- Graham hUCulloch is n woodworker mid wnt 
cr and liva w Halifax. Drop us a note by wruuu, 
to Shortcuts, c/o Sunday Homes, V)c Hahfny 
Daily Utws, P.O. RoxS330, Station 'A', Halifax 
Novn Scotia, B3K SMI. Oryau can E mail us n. 
nrahnm@dbiuis.ca. Need wnodwnrkinj} or do-u 
\oursclf product iufonnation? More than 1 OJHU 
products and services can be found at the Wood 
mrkcrt Resource Center on the At/an ncCc^ host 
ed Shortcuts website at www.shortcutt.ns.ca. 

CK::opyrighi 200 I , by Graham ^ 
McCulloch. All rights reserved cD 
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The Clear Choice 



Natural ox-hair-china bristle blend brushes are expensive. 

What's more, they are extremely difficult to get totally clean because of 



all the short and fine delicate hairs contained in ox-hair blends. We know. 
We think we have an even better answer for you. 



brushes. 



We've created a unique 100% synthetic blend brush 
which is softer and more durable than even our 
own ox-blend brushes. 



It leayes;-^,gpod:la"finisli as bur;' piira ox-hair:bnis^^ • 

It's corisidei^l^'mOT^ regMar , ■■v-^^6^KP;^^'-':'^ 

It;costSimuch^'less;sM:y^fe:'l:S;ciS 





it t 



:E-mailrl>ay 



Made in 



S;,C^^^^ iCircle Reader Action Nd?:?^ 



w- 



n. 



lit 





Once you get your hands wrapped around it 
you won't want to let go. The new Dynamic 
Flowline Angular Brush is so comfortable 
it will make trim and cutting work less stressful 
on your hands and you more efficient on the 
job. Standard brush designs (dia. I) force the 
hand to grip the brush awkwardly, increasing 
stress on fingers and wrist. The Dynamic 
Flowline Brush has been ergonomically 
designed to help reduce repetitive strain 
injuries (RSIs). The patented handle design 
allows the hand to grip and control the brush 



with straighter (up to 25°) and more natural 
movements. It's available In right and left handed 
models in sizes from I '^2 through 3 inches 
with 100% Natural Bristle or Poly/Nylon 
filament. Step outside the straight and 
narrow; you might enjoy it! 



I-800-668-II24 



Circle Reader Action No. 30 



Oct. 31-Nov. 1: NeoCon* New 
York, Jacobs K. Javits Convention 
Center, New York, N.Y. (312) 527- 
4141. 

Nov. 5-7: The 2001 International 
Coatings Expo, sponsored by the 
Federal of Societies for Coatings 
Technology, Georgia World Con- 
gress Center, Atlanta, Ga. (610) 
940-0777. 

Jan. 19-21, 2002: Annual Dealer 
Trade Show, Five Star Group — NY, 
NJ and MD, Terrace on the Park, 
Queens, N.Y. Contact Bruce Sher- 
man, VP Sales, (973) 428-4600, 
ext. 1 14. 

Jan. 24-26, 2002: Val-Test Annual 
Meeting & Show, Loew's Portafino 
Bay Resort. Orlando, Fla. (847) 
413-9900. 

Jan. 29-30, 2002: Paint & Deco- 
rating Show, Pacific Home Fash- 



This month 's calendar sponsored by 

3M 

Constraction & Home 
Improvement IVIarlcets Division 



ion Fair, co-sponsored by PDRA, 
IVIesse Franlcfurt and G&W IMc- 
Namara, Riviera Hotel, Las Ve- 
gas, Nev. (800) 737-0107. 

Jan. 30-Feb. 1, 2002: Surfaces, the 
industry's premier floor covering 
event, sponsored by Hanley-Wood 
Inc., Sands Convention Center, Las 
Vegas, Nev. (800) 547-3477. 

Feb. 3-5, 2002: The Canadian 
Hardware & Building Materials 
Show and Decor Showcase, co- 
sponsored by Canadian Retail 
Hardware Association, Lumber 
& Building Materials Associa- 
tion of Ontario and PDRA Canada. 
Contact PDRA Canada at (905) 
275-5877. 

Feb. 9-10, 2002: Annual Dealer 
Trade Show, Five Star Group — CT, 
Sturbridge Host Hotel, Sturbridge, 
Mass. Contact Sam Barrow, VP 
Sales, (860)666-6631. 

Feb. 23-24, 2002: The Eighth An- 
nual Dealer Buying Extravaganza, 



Lancaster Schuermann, Kentucky 
International Convention Center, 
Louisville, Ky. (800) 845-8287. 

March 20-23, 2002: Annual Con- 
vention of the Painting & Decorating 
Contractors of America, Palm 
Springs, Calif. (800) 332-7322. 

March 22-24, 2002: International 
Window Coverings EXPO, spon- 
sored by Messe Frankfurt and 
G&W McNamara, Baltimore Con- 
vention Center, Baltimore, Md. 
(770) 984-8016. 

April 18-20, 2002: GlobalShop 
2002, billed as "The World's 
Largest Annual Retail Design 
Event," McCormick Place, Chica- 
go, (877) 835-7236. 

May 17-19, 2002: Heimtextil Amer- 
icas, sponsored by Messe Frankfurt, 
Miami Beach Convention Center, 
Miami Beach, Ra. (770) 984-8016. 

Sept 18-22, 2002: Annual Conven- 
tion & Trade Show of the National 
Guild of Professional Paperhangers, 
Riviera Hotel, Las Vegas, Nev. (800) 
254-NGPP 




R^imler^MS:^^ Fentpn, M() 63026, fax 

fc(63(^):;326-i82|;of^E^ " ' 



Contractor Solutions 

Abrasives 
Adhesives 
Masking Systems 
Safety Products 
Tapes 

1.800.494.3552 



Circle Reader Action No. 32 
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